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_____1.  Which theme is best supported by the following line from the text? (RL 8.2) 

“I couldn’t keep up the pretense any longer, adding one more burden to my load of 
guilt, leading her on this way, playing a pathetic game of make-believe with an old 
woman clinging to memories.” 
 

A. While it can be tempting for kids to want to grow up quickly, it can also present problems 
they don’t feel ready to take on. 

B. People often treat the elderly as if they are children and incapable of making decisions of 
their own. 

C. Aging can be a scary and confusing time for older people, which is why it’s important to 
be supportive of them.  

D. It’s important to resolve a conflict with a loved one in the moment, because anger can 
easily get out of control. 

 
_____2.  How does visiting his grandmother at the nursing home affect Mike?(RL 8.3) 

A. He realizes that his grandmother is not as happy as she would have her family believe.  
B. He comes to fully understand how lonely his grandmother is without her husband and 

confined to the nursing home.  
C. He sees how difficult it is for people to age and lose the people they care the most about.  
D. He realizes that his grandmother had a complicated life and memories outside of what he 

knows of her. 
 
_____3. Why does Mike not want to enter the nursing home?(RL 8.1) 

A. He isn’t very close with his grandmother. 
B. He is nervous to see his grandmother alone. 
C. Nursing homes remind him of hospitals. 
D. Old and sick people make him nervous. 

 
_____ 4.  What impression does the following simile create in the reader’s mind?  

“Her flesh was like an autumn leaf, crisp and dry.”  (RL 8.4) 

A. It creates the impression that grandmother spent too much time outdoors. 
B. It creates the impression that her skin cracks when touched. 
C. It creates the impression that grandmother didn’t take care of her skin. 
D. It creates the impression that her skin is thin and delicate. 

 
_____5.  Which event in the passage most clearly supports how Mike’s perception of himself 
changed? (RL 8.2) 

A. When Mike kissed his grandmother’s cheek. 
B. When Mike shaved off his moustache. 
C. When Mike’s grandmother mistook him for her late husband. 
D. When Mike went to Lawnrest alone. 



 
 
 
_____6.  Which quote reveals that the grandmother’s condition is getting worse? (RL 8.3) 

A. “She was propped up in bed, pillows puffed behind her.” 
B. “My grandmother ignored the interruption. She didn’t even bother to answer...” 
C. “Her expression scared me.” 
D. “She opened her eyes and looked at me…Without recognition or curiosity.” 

 
_____ 7. Why is Mike concerned about his parents’ relationship at the end of the story?(RL 8.1) 

A. They don’t seem to be getting along. 
B. His father isn’t present anymore and his mother is left to do all of the housework. 
C. His visit with his grandmother made him realize that there can be hidden problems in a 

relationship. 
D. His father betrayed his mother years ago and his mother hasn’t forgiven him. 

 
 
Answer in complete sentences 
 

1. At the end of the story Mike shaves off his moustache.  This is unexpected and 
contradicts what we learned about Mike at the beginning of the story.  What is the 
internal conflict Mike is facing that caused him to shave his moustache? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2.  Give 3 text examples (with page numbers) and explanations of how the author indirectly 
characterized Mike and/or Mike’s grandma.  

Example: “She saw me and smiled. Her eyes lit up and her eyebrows arched and she reached 
her hands out to me in greeting.” page 285.  
Explanation: This line shows that Grandma is happy to see Mike and is greeting him warmly. 
 
 
 

 


